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Donna Kwok and Sophia Mendelsohn enjoying the sun, sea and sport climbing on the
classic corner climb; Special Bolt Service, Bunker Wall area.

Background
The development of Cape Collinson is a significant contribution to rock climbing in Hong Kong.
The area features 55 sport routes distributed over 3 sectors and is located south east of Chai
Wan on Hong Kong Island. The cliffs face a variety of directions therefore it is possible to
remain in the sun or the shade throughout the day.
Aside from Bunker Wall, which is non-tidal, access to the main cliff (the beach) is affected by the
tide. The special ops cave on the main cliff is cut off at high tide and whilst the main cliff can be
escaped from, by using the hand-line, your choice of routes will be limited. The zawn is only
affected by isolated high tides at certain times of the year however climbing is still possible on
the non tidal area below the access point. Tide times and heights can be easily checked at:
http://www.hko.gov.hk/tide/eQUBtide.htm Select tide predictions for Quarry Bay.
Cape Collinson will appeal to the broader climbing community as the majority of routes are in
the low to mid F6s with a handful of routes in the mid to upper F7s. Recommended routes are
indicated by a face symbol  and this represents better climbing and rock quality in comparison
to other routes. The area and the climbing have an adventurous aspect and attention is drawn
to the fact that as a new climbing area, small amounts of loose rock may be encountered.
Climbers and anyone else in the vicinity of a climbing area are recommended to wear
helmets.
Routes have been equipped with safety and convenience in mind to ensure that climbers will
enjoy the area and can attempt harder routes without needing to abandon gear should it not be
possible to gain the anchors. Routes are equipped to prevent the creation of dangerous run outs
between bolts that could contribute to a ground fall. Additionally the intention is to provide
another climbing area in Hong Kong which has routes suitable for climbers learning to lead.
All routes are described from left to right as you face a cliff and can be climbed using a single
60m rope. Some bolts have been placed in locations where the rock is sound but not
necessarily in an optimal location for clipping, it is necessary therefore on some routes to use
short slings (1m / 4’) to reduce rope drag and route your rope away from sharp edges. Whilst
bolts have been placed where possible to redirect a tensioned rope away from edges, particular
attention should be paid in this regard when choosing how much to extend a bolt.
It is necessary on most routes to use combinations of long and short quick draws
(occasionally slings) to ensure the rope runs away from sharp edges.

Trash and Toilets
Cape Collinson is a great place to climb because of the proximity to the sea and the scenery.
There are no litter bins and no toilets so be considerate; take your trash home and if you need
to ‘go’, do so where the tide can wash away your shit. Burn your toilet paper. It is simple, bring a
bag and dispose of your rubbish at home.

Disclaimer
The author assumes no liability or responsibility for the actions of persons choosing to use the
information within this guide. Rock climbing is a high-risk activity requiring specialised
equipment, training and self-awareness. In particular, many routes have hard moves near the
ground requiring attentive belaying to ensure that a leader does not hit the ground in the event
of a fall. Be careful out there.
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Directions
Travelling to the area is very easy. Cape Collinson is probably one of the most accessible
climbing areas in Hong Kong.
Take the MTR Island line to Chai Wan station then take a taxi to the Cape Collinson
Correctional Institution. Note: there are 2 correctional institutions, if asked; it is the male
correctional facility.
Ensure that the taxi driver understands that it is Cape Collinson road (lower cemetery for those
that speak Cantonese) that you require otherwise you may end up travelling towards Shek O!
From Chai Wan MTR it takes approximately 10 minutes to reach the car park in the image
below. This car park is almost at the end of Cape Collinson Road.

Stop the taxi here.
Continue walking downhill.

Continue downhill towards the prison and to a brick wall on the right.

Climb over the railings
opposite the brick wall

Climb over the railings on the opposite side to the brick wall and continue down to the cliffs via
the World War II path.

There are two bunkers at the base of the approach path. When facing out to sea, Bunker Wall
is immediately to your left and beyond that, the main cliff of The Beach. To your right and
accessed down past the lower bunker, is the sheltered multi pitch area of The Zawn.
Your return journey either involves a long but pleasant walk back to Chai Wan, a pre-booked
taxi or the other alternative is to catch a bus from outside the prison gate. The last bus travelling
back to Chai Wan MTR leaves the prison at 5pm.
During festivals (grave sweeping) Cape Collinson road becomes restricted to general
traffic and that includes taxis. A taxi will drop you off at the start of Cape Collinson road and
from there it will take approximately 40 minutes walk to the climbing area. The scheduled bus
service to the prison from Chai Wan MTR is not affected so this is the alternative to walking in.
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Fixed Protection
All routes are equipped with marine grade stainless steel, resin bolts that provide permanent,
fixed protection that is user friendly, very strong and protected against corrosion. Persons
planning to bolt a new route at Cape Collinson should not place expansion bolts; this type of bolt
corrodes significantly faster in a marine environment. The author can provide assistance for
those unfamiliar with resin bolt technology.
Lower offs / anchors consist of two resin bolts, each fitted with a marine grade (316) stainless
steel maillon and lowering ring (see images below). The arrangement of anchors in this fashion
enables the climber to use the lower off quickly and allows the replacement of the lowering rings
as they become worn from use. The number of bolts listed for each route does NOT include any
quick draws required for setting up the lower off when top roping.
Top roping with the rope threaded through the rings leads to accelerated wear. Please
top rope on your quick draws!

Top anchor assembly; replaceable ring linked with a maillon to the resin bolt.
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The Zawn
A sheltered pebble beach with easy access for swimming, and excellent climbing on arêtes,
walls and slabs. Scramble down past the lower bunker almost to sea level and locate a fixed
hand-line to your right on the cliff edge. Unfortunately this fixed line has been stolen on previous
occasions so it is worth bringing a short length of rope just in case it is missing or consider
abseiling in above route 24 (fixed bolts). From the base of the hand line, traverse around to your
right (facing out to sea) and continue traversing onto the pebble beach.
The Zawn – Left Wall
Some of the best lines the area has to offer and in a great setting on compact rock.
1.

Sea, Love and Steel 
Pitch 1: F6a, 8m, 6 Bolts
Pitch 2: F6c+, 18m, 11 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok, Tom Blackford 21/08/2011

Can be combined with the first pitch of Sun, Love and Steel if the tide is high or a swell is
preventing access to the first pitch. For the second abseil to the ground, use the anchor atop the
first pitch of Sun, Love and Steel to prevent a touchdown in the sea.
2.

Sea, Love and More Steel 
Pitch 1: As for Sun, Love and Steel pitch 1.

Pitch 2 climbs directly above the belay of Sea, Love and Steel to join Sun, Love and Steel
where the route traverses in from the termination of the groove on the right.
Pitch 2: F6b+, 19m, 11 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden 22/05/2011
3.

Sun, Love and Steel 
Pitch 1: F6a+, 8m, 6 Bolts
Pitch 2: F6c, 19m, 11 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Nia Cooper, Donna Kwok 13/03/2011

Superb climbing up the front of the buttress. A classic!
4.

Get Some 
F6c / 6c+, 8m, 7 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden 16/10/2011

A direct line up the lower arête. Saunter easily to the 3rd bolt then engage in ferocious climbing
following the crack out right. A desperate crux move if you are short!
5.

Sensation Seeker 
F7c, 24m, 14 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 16/04/2011

The superb, photogenic arête featuring technical climbing that is sustained all the way.
Repeated by Rocky Lok in November 2011.

6.

Break Away 
F7a, 24m, 14 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 10/04/2011

The excellent crack line in the wall left of the corner. Purists will love the hand jams!
7.

Cape Vintage
Pitch 1: F6a+, 10m, 6 Bolts
Pitch 2: F6c, 20m, 12 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 03/04/2011

Exactly 30m from the top anchor to the rock platform. Tie a knot in the end of your rope!
8.

Traffic and Tides
F5, 10m, 7 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 16/10/2011

9.

It’s a New Zawn, It’s a New Day, a Climbing Life For Me
F6c+, 10m, 8 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 13/11/2011

The thin groove left of the corner. Possibly F7a for short climbers.
10.

Voyager 
Pitch 1: F6c+, 25m, 12 Bolts
Pitch 2: F7a+, 20m, 11 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 10/07/2011

Start below the obvious left facing corner. The second pitch requires careful rope management
and it suggested to either un-clip the first bolt once the second is clipped, or use a sling as an
alternative on the first bolt. Save plenty of energy for the sustained and exposed headwall!
11.

Immediate Action 
Pitch 1: F7b+, 24m, 12 Bolts 10/07/2011
Pitch 2: F7a+, 12 Bolts, 13/11/2011
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok

A two pitch extravaganza taking in the most sustained route up the back wall. The first pitch is
challenging enough but the second will ensure no energy remains! Use a sling on the first bolt of
pitch 2. Pitch 1 on-sighted by Angel Lok, November 2011.
Powerful opening moves lead into a sustained finger crack. The last bolt on the second pitch is
used for aid to clip the lower off.
12.

Run Aground 
F6a, 12m, 7 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 26/06/2011

13.

Beached and Burnt
F6a+, 12m, 6 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 26/06/2011

Carefully place your rope when lowering off!
The blank looking wall above and to the right of route 12 holds potential for a F8a grade route.
14.

Use Your Groove
F6a+, 12m, 7 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok, Neil Carruthers, Nia Cooper 16/10/2011

The left-facing corner.
15.

Bust Ya Boiler
F6c, 12m, 6 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 16/10/2011

An easy start followed by powerful climbing up the bulging arête.
16.

Sui Yew Kay Gic / 需 要 奇 蹟 (It’s Gonna Take a Miracle) 
F7c+ 12m, 7 Bolts
FA: Rocky Lok 15/12/2011

A power route up the overhanging wall opposite the slab. Equipped with resin bolts by Francis
Haden 23/10/2011.
17.

Name Unknown 
F6a+, 12m, 7 Bolts
FA: Jackie Cheung circa 2005

Re-equipped with resin bolts by Francis Haden 25/09/2011
18.

On Stranger Tides 
F6a+, 12m, 8 Bolts
FLA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 10/07/2011.

19.

Oceans Apart 
F6a, 12m, 6 Bolts
FLA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok, Simon Heppelthwaite, Mei Hurrell 10/07/2011.

20.

Rain Drops Keep Falling On My Head
F4, 10m, 6 Bolts
FLA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok, Simon Heppelthwaite, Mei Hurrell 10/07/2011.

Possibly lead before using traditional protection. Equipped with resin bolts and climbed by
Francis Haden, Donna Kwok, Simon Heppelthwaite, Mei Hurrell 10/07/2011
21.

Sea of Tranquility 
F5, 15m, 7 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok, Simon Heppelthwaite, Mei Hurrell 10/07/2011.

22.

Ride the Wild Surf 
F6b+, 20m, 11 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok, Nia Cooper, Jeremy Lau, Rocky Lok, CH Chung,
Adon Law 09/10/2011
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23.

Mao Jue 
F5, 8m, 4 Bolts
FLA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 09/10/2011

24.

Collinson Corner 
F4, 8m, 4 Bolts
FLA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 09/10/2011

Enjoyable climbing up the obvious corner. Your first lead?
25.

The Garden Path
F5, 8m, 5 Bolts
FLA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 23/10/2011

Stay right of the bolts.
26.

Was it You? 
F6a, 12m, 6 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden 02/10/2011

Long sling required on the first bolt or unclip once the second bolt is clipped. Don’t continue up
the easy groove but swing right at the bolt on the slab!

27.

Depth Charge 
F6b+, 12m, 6 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden 02/10/2011

Powerful climbing through the lower bulge leads onto the pleasant slab to finish. Careful
belaying required at the first bolt.
28.

Was it the Fisherman? 
F4, 12m, 6 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden 02/10/2011

Climb up the obvious groove.
29.

The Thief and the Fisherman 
F5, 12m, 6 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Nia Cooper, Donna Kwok 09/10/2011

Climbing directly on the face, rather than using holds on the arête is F6a+
The person who stole the fixed hand line into the zawn, twice, remains unknown…

Bunker Wall
Low grade climbing area located at the bottom of the concrete descent path by the World War II
coastal artillery bunkers. The cliff comprises two short walls separated by a vertical cleft on the
left hand end above a large raised rock platform. The bunkers provide excellent protection from
the sun / rain / wind whilst the platform below the crag is ideal for sunbathing but choose an
area away from the base of the climbing!
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30.

Step Machine 
F4, 15m, 6 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Grace Lo 05/12/2010

Work it!
31.

Bunker Down 
F6a, 15m, 6 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden 05/12/2010

32.

Amazing Grace
F5, 15m, 7 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Grace Lo 05/12/2010

Grace Lo’s first outdoor climb results in a first ascent.
33.

Ocean Of Decay 
F6b+, 20m, 9 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Nia Cooper, Donna Kwok 06/03/2011

Technical headwall and a pumpy finish. Bolts are closely spaced on the headwall but be careful
to manage the amount of slack rope when belaying the leader above the mid height ledge. Use
a long sling on the 3rd bolt.
34.

Parting Shot
F6b, 20m, 8 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 11/12/2011

A final route to complete development of the wall and a committing groove above the half height
ledge. Swing left to join and clip the last bolt runner on Ocean of Decay. Long slings are
required on several bolts to reduce rope drag.
35.

Frontal Assault 
F6a+, 20m, 9 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 20/02/2011

Steep climbing on great holds. Use a long sling on the 3rd bolt. From the half height ledge, climb
the blunt arête to the LEFT of the bolts. Re-climbed following the demise of the big flake,
originally graded F5, on 11/12/2011 by Francis Haden, Donna Kwok.
36.

Surprise Attack 
F6a, 15m, 7 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok, Jonathan Landesman 28/02/2011

37.

Retreat to Stanley
F6b+, 20m, 8 bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Nia Cooper, Donna Kwok 30/01/2011

Pass the 2nd bolt on the right and save some energy for the finish.

38.

Still Waters Run Deep 
F6a, 20m, 7 bolts
FA: Francis Haden 30/01/2011

39.

Missing In Action
F6b, 20m, 9 bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 20/02/2011

Straightforward ramble leads to a technical finish.

Francis Haden and Donna Kwok leading the charge on Frontal Assault F6a+, Bunker Wall.

The following three routes are located at the far right hand end of Bunker Wall when facing the
cliff.
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Fire and Forget 
F6a, 10m, 5 bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 06/11/2011

Fun, bouldery moves over the second bulge.
41.

Special Bolt Service 
F5, 12m, 6 bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 06/11/2011

Very enjoyable climbing up the obvious corner.
42.

Sidewinder 
F5, 12m, 6 bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Sophia Mendelsohn, Donna Kwok 13/11/2011

The Beach
This, the main climbing area, is a 70 metre high wall delineated by the corner of Lost At Sea on
the left (facing in) and the sea cave of Special Ops on the far right hand end. This area is
reached by continuing on past Bunker Wall (left when facing the sea) to a short traverse off the
granite platform. As the cliff base is tidal, a fixed hand-line is in place to enable an escape when
the sea is rough or the tide is in. If the handline has been stolen then use the bolts as runners
and climb out (F5).

Hand-line

To Bunker Wall

Underwater
at high tide
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43.

Lost At Sea 
F6a+, 18m, 8 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 03/10/2010

43.

Sex and Rice
F6c, 10m, 6 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 03/10/2010

Tricky to start and a committing groove to finish.
44.

Full Focus 
F6c+, 16m, 7 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 17/10/2010

45.

Call the Ships to Port
F6b/6b+, 23m, 10 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 03/10/2010

Fun exit ramp and sustained lower wall to start. Some cheesy rock in the corner.
46.

Life’s a Beach 
F6a+, 10m, 5 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden 17/10/2010

Good micro route for absorbing any remaining energy at the end of the day, or a warm up.
47.

Washed Up 
F6c+, 25m, 12 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 05/12/2010

Reasonable climbing to a hard, technical finish made easier if the holds are chalked.

48.

Dead Calm
Pitch 1: F6b, 25m, 12 Bolts
Pitch 2: F6b, 20m, 9 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 21/11/2010

The second pitch has some rock requiring careful handling and rope management.
49.

Dyke
F5, 19m, 8 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 16/01/2011

Stay to the right of the bolts.
50.

On Beachy Head
F6a, 17m, 8 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 16/01/2011

51.

Keel Haul 
F6c, 15m, 8 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden, Donna Kwok 21/11/2010

Great moves pulling into the hanging groove.
ATTENTION: The following routes have hard opening moves close to the ground. Careful
belaying is required to ensure the climber is not put at risk of a ground fall from too much slack
in the system.
52.

Closed Project
F7c+, 15m, 9 Bolts

Powerful climbing through the stacked roofs to join Keel Haul’s crux. First bolt is for aid to preclip the initial bolt on the route.
53.

Special Ops 
F7b+, 15m, 7 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden 16/01/2011

Absorbing climbing through the cave roof with a powerful crux at the lip. Sure to provide a full
body workout. Shorter climbers will find this very hard. Equipping the route turned into an all
night mission; drilling and gluing of the bolts was completed by head torch at 1am with the tide
in.
54.

Black Ops 
F7b+, 15m, 7 Bolts
FA: Francis Haden 18/12/2011

Essentially a direct start to Special Ops but no cop out on the crux!
55.

Stone Percussion 
F7b, 12m, 4 Bolts
FA: Donna Kwok 27/02/2011

Francis Haden making the first ascent of Black Ops, F7b+, The Beach.

